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I.ArU)RAT()RY 

OK   TIIK 

INLAND  KKVKNrK  DKI'AllTMENT 

OITAWA,  CANADA 


(iLACIAL  ACKTIC  ACID 

fh-iAWA,  April  28,  1908. 

\V.    .1.    (iKRAI.II,    Ksq., 

Deputy  Minister  of  Inland  Revenue. 
Sir, -I  beg  to  hand  you  a  report  uixm  45  samples  of  (Jlacial   Acetic   Acid,   pur- 
ol.ased  in  retail  drug  shops,  throuRhout  ll.e  Dominion,  i.i  February  of  this  year. 

Of  tliis  number,  34  samples  conUin  95  \m-  cent  or  more  by  wt-ight,  of  real  acetic 
acid,  and  these  I  have  adjudged  as  genuine.  The  British  Pharmacop..-ia,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  llnit«l  States,  requires  Ola-.ial  Acetic  Acid  to  c.mlain  99  p«-r  cent  of  tiue 
acid.  Exposure  to  moist  air,  from  the  frequent  unstoppering  of  bottles,  in  the  ordinary 
l.usine.ss  of  dispensing,  may  account  for  a  dilution  of  a  few  units  \ht  cent,  and  1  have 
consi.lere.i  it  rea,sonable  t..  reganl  as  genuine  all  samples  reaching  95  per  cent  strenRth. 

Eleven  (11)  samples  are  decidedly  telow  the  standard  strength,  two  samples  falling 

U)  about  50  per  cent.  i     •  i   a 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  in  addition  t..  Glacial  Acetic 
Acid,  describes  an  Acetic  Acid  of  33  per  cent  strength,   and  a  diluted  Acetic  Acid  ot 

4  27  per  cent.  . 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  publication  of  this  report  as  Bulletin  >o.  UJ. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  McOILU 
Chief  Analyst. 
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